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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Harvard Asian American Alumni Alliance Launches ELEVATE Pitch Competition  
with over $25,000 in Cash and Prizes to Foster Asian Entrepreneurship and Creativity  

 
Finalists Will Pitch Live at the 2010 Harvard Asian American Alumni Summit 

Before a Judging Panel Featuring CNBC Host Melissa Lee, AOL Media President David Eun, 
Venture Capitalists and Other Executives 

 
 
CAMBRIDGE, MA -- (September 2, 2010) – The Harvard Asian American Alumni Alliance has 

launched the first-ever ELEVATE Pitch Competition, a unique search for game-changing 

businesses, creative arts and entertainment ideas, and social entrepreneurship initiatives 

from Harvard's student, faculty and alumni network.  Held in conjunction with the inaugural 

Harvard Asian American Alumni Summit on October 15-17, 2010, three winning 

teams will share in awards valued over $25,000, which includes cash, in-kind prizes, and 

mentorship opportunities with leading venture capitalists and successful entrepreneurs. 

 

The ELEVATE contest, which is accepting entries through Wednesday, September 22, 

2010, is open to teams of one to five individuals. At least one principal team member must 

be an Asian student, alumnus or full-time employee of any of Harvard University's graduate, 

undergraduate and professional schools.  

“Any idea or emerging business is eligible -- not just tech startups, as long as the entry 

exemplifies ground-breaking creativity, innovation and the potential to make a difference,” 

said Monica Lee ’89, Competition Co-Chair. “Business plans are NOT accepted — we 

simply seek compelling presentations on business ventures and inventions, smart non-profit 

solutions, and creative works such as screenplays, music, manuscripts, TV pilots and more.” 

“Success in business often depends upon one’s ability to present and effectively persuade, 

and that's the key to winning this contest,” says ELEVATE judge Melissa Lee ’95, CNBC’s 

host of “Fast Money” & “Options Action.” “The ELEVATE Pitch Competition is a great and fun 



way to catalyze entrepreneurship, idea generation and networking across Harvard’s 

extended Asian community.  We’re excited to identify the next Asian visionaries to watch.” 

In addition to taking home cash and in-kind awards of products and services, ELEVATE 

finalists will receive immediate feedback from judges and have the opportunity to win 

mentorship sessions with industry leaders who will provide advice on developing, marketing 

and executing their ideas. Harvard alumni mentorship prize donors include Danny Chun 

’02, the head writer and co-executive producer of NBC’s “The Office”; Gideon Yu, MBA 

’99, general partner at Khosla Ventures; Ellen Pao, JD ’94, MBA ’98, partner at Kleiner 

Perkins Caufield & Byers; Gilman Louie, AMP ’97, partner at Alsop Louie Partners; 

Stephen Chao ’77, MBA ’81, WonderHowTo CEO and Fox reality TV pioneer; Eugene Lee 

’84, CEO of Socialtext, and many others. 

To enter, ELEVATE participants simply need to complete a brief online questionnaire and 

submit a short two-minute video for initial consideration by midnight, Wednesday 

September 22, 2010. Chosen semi-finalists will make eight-minute presentations via web 

conference.  Finalists will take the stage at Harvard on Saturday, October 16, 2010 during 

the Harvard Asian American Alumni Summit and pitch live before the Summit audience and a 

prestigious panel of judges. ELEVATE’s corporate and non-profit judges include: 

 

Live Pitch Finals, October 16 
 

 David Eun ’89, JD ’93, president of AOL Media and Studios 
 P.Y. Nicole Chang ’89, vice president, DFS Group  
 Richard Chin ’88, MD ’94, CEO of Institute for OneWorld Health  
 Melissa Lee ’95, Host, CNBC’s “Fast Money” and “Options Action” 
 Sheila Lirio Marcelo, MBA ’98, JD ’99, founder & CEO of Care.com  
 Joseph C. Park, MBA ’04, senior vice president, HarperCollins Consumer Digital  

 

 
Preliminary & SemiFinals  
 

 James Cham ’95, vice president, Trinity Ventures 
 Darryl D. Chiang, JD ’94, Google senior corporate counsel; executive director emeritus, 

Asian American Theater Company 
 Dana Cho, M. Arch ’01, associate partner, IDEO  
 Zen Chu, business development director, Wyss Accelerator Fund/Harvard Medical School  
 Andrew Chung ’99, principal, Lightspeed Venture Partners 
 Richard de Silva ’94, MBA ’00, general partner, Highland Capital Partners 
 Joyce Lan Kim, M.A. ’01, CEO, Soompi.com 
 Derrick Lee, MBA ’03, vice president, Bessemer Venture Partners 
 Theresa Loong ’94, film producer; partner, Intellitoys  
 Perla Ni, JD ’98, founder and CEO, GreatNonprofits 
 Mona Ying Reeves, M. Arch ‘01, founder, Re:modern 
 Lindsay Wai, M. Arch ’08, environment designer, IDEO 



 Mia Wenjen ’87, co-founder, Aquent 
 Katherine Woo ’95, co-founder, Sofa Labs; Thread.com 
 

 
Many of the ELEVATE contest judges are also participating in the Harvard Summit’s panel 

programs, including “Entrepreneurship Exposed,” a candid, interactive roundtable on 

Sunday, October 17, 2010 for entrepreneurs on launching new ventures and fundraising in 

today’s climate. Moderated by CNBC’s Melissa Lee, panelists include Care.com founder 

Sheila Lirio Marcelo, Highland Capital Partners’ Richard de Silva, and Joseph Park of 

HarperCollins and Kozmo.com fame, among others. Following the Entrepreneurship panel, 

AOL Media's David Eun will share his thoughts on the future of media with Sewell Chan 

'98 Washington correspondent and former City Room bureau chief for The New York Times, 

in the one-on-one discussion Reboot: Reinventing Media for the Digital Age.  

 

"We believe the Summit and the ELEVATE Pitch Contest amply demonstrate what a 

tremendous resource Harvard's Asian American alumni network represents, for the 

university, for one another and for the world at large," says Summit co-chair Jeff Yang ’89.  

 

Complete information about the ELEVATE Pitch Competition, including how to enter, contest 

rules, judges’ bios, and other resources, is available at http://summit.haaaa.net/pitch.  

2010 competition sponsors and supporters include DFS Group, Adobe, Harvardwood, 

Angelsoft, Noontime Networks, and MyPRGenie. 

 

The 2010 Harvard Asian American Alumni Summit (HAAAS) will bring Asian and Asian 

American alumni, students, faculty and staff, from all years and schools, together for the 

first time to reconnect with Harvard and each other.  Since the 1990s, Asian and Asian-

Americans have been among the largest and fastest-growing segments of the Harvard 

alumni population -- there are 6000+ Asian graduates of the College alone. The Summit 

programming lineup includes a Faculty Club keynote lunch with Obama Cabinet Secretary 

Chris Lu, JD ’91, networking events, and panel discussions featuring some of Harvard’s 

most accomplished Asian thinkers and leaders in business, politics, science, medicine, 

technology, law, philanthropy, media and the arts.  In addition to the ELEVATE Pitch 

Competition, Summit participants can also enjoy a Film Fest of alumni movies and a brunch 

catered by Flour Bakery + Cafe, owned by award-winning chef Joanne Chang ’91, whose 

acclaimed sticky buns won a “Throwdown with Bobby Flay,” the Food Network’s popular 

cook-off series.  And on the offbeat front, Bernard Lee ’92, ALM ’94, a professional poker 

player with over $1.35 million in career tournament winnings, will offer a master class on 

poker.  



 

To learn about the Harvard Summit’s program schedule and panel descriptions, and how to 

join the audience for ELEVATE’s Live Pitch Finals, visit http://summit.haaaa.net. Early 

Summit registration rates, which run from $20-90, end September 15. Space is limited 

and sellout is expected for the October 15-17th conference. 

 

The Harvard Asian American Alumni Alliance (HAAAA) is an officially recognized Special 

Interest Group of the Harvard Alumni Association whose mission to develop a network and 

sense of community among Harvard Asian American alumni.  There are four active regional 

chapters -- Boston, New York, DC, and Los Angeles, and a Northern California chapter is in 

formation.  Membership is open to all alumni/ae, faculty, and employees of Harvard 

University (including all graduate and professional schools).  HAAAA’s inaugural 2010 

Harvard Asian American Alumni Summit is a unique opportunity for participants to plug 

into an unparalleled global network, creating invaluable relationships and sharing insights, 

inspiration and ideas for new ways to address the challenges facing Asian American 

communities and our world. 
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